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We demonstrated that socioeconomic change can often have 
unexpected consequence for vector—borne diseases; e.g. 
Taiwan’s acceding to World Trade Organization has created a 
landscape that facilitates the surge of mite-borne scrub typhus.

We are particularly interested in how socioeconomic change 
can have downstream effect on human risks to vector-borne 
diseases via a change in land use. Recent research has focused 
mainly on disease vectors that are also parasites of wild 
animals (chigger mites, hard ticks, fleas, etc.) due to my former 
training as a wildlife biologist (mammologist). Our members 
also work on ecology of Taiwanese mosquitoes and farming 
practice consequence for animal community.    
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Techniques used in study
Trapping, lots of rodent trapping and field work
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